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In December 2022, the U.S. Army selected the Bell V-280 tiltrotor aircraft as the service’s new 

Future Long Range Assault Aircraft (FLRAA) to augment and partially replace the service’s Sikorsky 

UH-60 Black Hawk fleet. The decision caused controversy and backlash, and led to discussion about 

what could be next for Bell’s V-280 and its competitor, the Sikorsky Defiant X. Get an overview of the 

V-280, its controversial contract win, and its future below.  

Capabilities and Expectations

Built for rapid response and enhanced maneuverability, the Bell V-280 Valor is a tiltrotor aircraft designed 

to combine all the best aspects of assault and utility rotorcraft. The V-280 has the speed and range of 

a turboprop with advanced agility greater than a traditional helicopter, making it an ideal rotorcraft for 

penetrating modern air defense systems in contested airspace. 

The V-280 also provides reduced manufacturing costs and better performance, maintainability, and 

sustainability when compared to other tiltrotors like the V-22 Osprey. 

The FLRAA is initially aimed at augmenting and eventually replacing the Army’s UH-60 Black Hawk 

utility/tactical transport helicopters. For the longer term, the Army has been considering development 

of an attack rotorcraft derived from the FLRAA utility model.  An attack version would be used to replace 

the service’s Apache helicopters.  In addition, the V-280 could be used as the basis for replacements 

for the U.S. Marine Corps’ AH-1Z attack helicopters and UH-1Y transports.  The Navy could acquire a 

maritime strike version to replace its MH-60R/S Seahawk helicopters and Fire Scout unmanned aerial 

vehicles.  A V-280 variant could also become a new combat rescue helicopter for the U.S. Air Force.

The V-280’s Path So Far

April 2013 - The Bell V-280 is unveiled at the AAAA conference in Fort Worth, TX.

October 2013 - Bell is selected by the Army as one of four companies slated to participate in the 

initial technology demonstrator phase of the Joint Multi-Role (JMR) program. The JMR program is the 

technology demonstration precursor to Future Vertical Lift (FVL). 

October 2014 - The Army downselected the Bell V-280 and the Sikorsky/Boeing SB>1 Defiant for the 

JMR Technology Demonstrator (TD) Phase 1 program, the next phase of the JMR effort.  Each team 

began building flyable prototypes of their respective designs.



Page 3 The Road Ahead for the V-280

October 2017 - The Big Six program is announced. Through 2024, the Army identified six major 

programs as its highest priority: 1. Long-Range Precision Fire (Artillery) · 2. Next Generation Combat 

Vehicle (Armor) · 3. Future Vertical Lift (Aviation) · 4. Network · 5. Air & Missile Defense 6. Soldier 

Lethality.  The Future Vertical Lift, or FVL, program opened the door to further development of the 

Bell V-280.

December 2017 - The V-280 makes its first flight in Amarillo, TX. 

October 2019 - The Army releases an RFI for its Future Long Range Assault Aircraft (FLRAA) program as 

part of the Future Vertical Lift (FVL) initiative. 

Early December 2022 - The U.S. Army selects the Bell V-280 tiltrotor aircraft as the service’s new Future 

Long Range Assault Aircraft (FLRAA).  The V-280 had been competing for the FLRAA contract against 

the Defiant X compound helicopter from Sikorsky and Boeing. 

Late December 2022 - Sikorsky files a formal protest asking the U.S. Government Accountability Office 

(GAO) to review the U.S. Army’s decision regarding the Future Long Range Assault Aircraft (FLRAA) 

contract.  Boeing, Sikorsky’s partner on its bid for the FLRAA award, supports the protest.  Sikorsky and 

Boeing indicated that the challenge is based on their review of information and feedback provided 
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by the Army. The companies said that the data and discussions led them to believe that the FLRAA 

proposals were not consistently evaluated to deliver the best value in the interests of the Army and 

U.S. taxpayers.

April 2023 - The U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) denies the protest filed by Sikorsky 

challenging the Army’s award of the Future Long Range Assault Aircraft (FLRAA) weapon system 

development contract to Bell. 

What’s Next for the Bell V-280, the Sikorsky/Boeing Defiant X, and the Army’s FLRAA Contract?

The first delivery of a production V-280 for the FLRAA program is planned for FY30.  The FLRAA program 

has a potential value of some $70-$80 billion, depending on the ultimate size of the Army acquisition as 

well as possible Foreign Military Sales.  The V-280, with its freshly-minted imprimatur from the U.S. Army, 

will be a strong contender on the global market for future buys of utility and tactical transport rotorcraft.

Meanwhile, potential U.S. opportunities for the V-280 extend beyond the Army’s utility rotorcraft 

requirement.  The Army plans to acquire a new attack rotorcraft to replace its AH-64 Apaches.  The 

service has been considering deriving such a model from the FLRAA utility rotorcraft, but the acquisition 

could be opened for competition.  The FLRAA could also serve as the basis for an eventual replacement 

for the U.S. Marine Corps’ AH-1Z attack helicopters and UH-1Y utility helicopters.  A V-280 variant could 

become a new combat rescue helicopter for the U.S. Air Force.

The loss of the FLRAA contract may be a blow to Sikorsky, but they aren’t slowing down. They will now 

focus on another of the Army’s Future Vertical Lift pursuits, the Future Attack Reconnaissance Aircraft 

(FARA).  Once again, Sikorsky is competing against Bell in the FARA competition.  The two companies 

were selected in 2020 to build prototypes in a competition that will culminate in a flight demonstration 

phase currently scheduled for 2024.

Even with the GAO upholding the Army’s choice of the V-280, this may not be the end for the Defiant X.  

Sikorsky may spend time reforming the aircraft to propose variants for speculated acquisitions with the 

Marine Corps or Air Force. 
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Meanwhile, several NATO nations have teamed to pursue a Next Generation Rotorcraft Capability 

(NGRC) initiative to develop a new medium-class multirole rotorcraft for service entry in the 

2035-2040 timeframe. 

Sikorsky could pitch a Defiant X derivative for the NGRC program, or team with Airbus Helicopters and/

or Leonardo to incorporate Defiant X technology into a European design.

Stay ahead of future FLRAA or FARA updates

Forecast International provides both a Military Aircraft Forecast and a Rotorcraft Forecast, providing 

complete coverage of the worldwide military aircraft market. These subscriptions include reports of 

trends and dynamics impacting the various segments of the market and 10-year production forecasts, 

keeping you informed and ready to compete in an ever-changing market. 

For breaking news and insights from expert analysts, turn to the Defense & Security Monitor, Forecast 

International’s blog that covers the aerospace and defense industries and international military markets.

https://www.forecastinternational.com/fistore/prod.cfm?FISSYS_RECNO=23&title=Military-Aircraft-Forecast
https://www.forecastinternational.com/fistore/prod.cfm?FISSYS_RECNO=33&title=Rotorcraft-Forecast
https://dsm.forecastinternational.com/wordpress/

